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 Saints – the Apostles, Mar-
tyrs, Virgins, Pastors, Holy Men and 
Women – are people who pass through 
the light of God. A girl went with her 
mother inside the beautiful Church 
with awe-inspiring glass windows 
depicting saints. And when the sun 
shone so brightly, the girl could not 
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see clearly the image of the saints. She asked her mother why it did happen. 
Her mother answered her, “My child, that is exactly the saints are. They are 
the servants of God where they live not for themselves but rather for God 
alone. They disappear when God shines just they are unidentifiable in the 
glass window when the sun shines”.

“God of mercy, who 
called your servants to be 
holy as your Holy Saints, 
help us to form our hearts 

so that we can will one 
thing in this world- to be 
your holy saints. Amen.”

 Saints are indeed blessed not because they are powerful or famous 
but because they are virtuous. Moreover they become blessed because they 
give their life for God. In all their life they seek not their own glory but the 
glory of God. Humility, meekness, mercy, purity and perseverance become 
their strength to give their life for God and for their fellow man. Above all 
they know what the meaning of gratitude is where they return what God has 
given them— which is love. 

 Every year we celebrate the 
Feast of All Saints. It is important 
for us to remember that the Church 
invites us to follow the footsteps of 
the holy Saints where someday we 
too can become saints. And truly 
enough that we too can become saints 
through the mercy of God. We are all 
the children of God who are called to 
be holy and to be saints. All of us are 
saints-to-be. But the challenge is that 
“Are we willing to be a saint? Are we 
willing to pay the price of becoming 
a saint?”+
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 Advent is the season of prepara-
tion that directs our hearts and mind to the 
second coming of Jesus Christ and to His 
birth anniversary; that is on the Christmas 
Season. This preparation comes in the 
form of waiting. To prepare for Christmas 
is to wait.

 Often, waiting is an experience we detest. We do not like to wait. We 
are always in a hurry. We want things in an instant; instant noodles, expressed 
delivery. Thus, even for Christmas we cannot wait. As early as September, we 
see Christmas decors adorning some houses in our communities. We shun away 
Advent and immediately proceed to Christmas. But our penchant for “instants” 
deprives us of the values and truths that the process of waiting can render to us. 
We haste for Christmas, and put into waste Advent. Thus, waiting can be a form 
of delayed-gratification. We postpone that which can give us happiness at the 
moment, so that we can enjoy it much better when we attain it later. We allow 
ourselves to sacrifice now for something better later.
 One of the things that attracted me in the Dominican Order is the habit 
of the friars. It appeared to me so beautiful that I wanted to wear it too. Upon 
entering the Order, I thought I could wear it in an instant, but I was wrong. I 
have to wait for three years in our pre-novitiate program before I could wear the 
Dominican habit. In those three years of waiting, wearing the habit became one 
of my motivations to continue my formation. I studied hard, instilled in myself 
the Dominican way of life, etc. to make myself little worthy to wear such vest-
ment. After three years, I was admitted to the Novitiate and was allowed to wear 
the Dominican habit. The feeling was unexplainable. Though the weather then 
was warm, I did not care to take it off immediately. I felt a different joy in wear-
ing it, for I waited for three years to do such. It could have been different if I had 
it immediately upon entering the Order.
 Advent Season is a form of delayed-gratification for the coming of the 
Lord. Let us not be in a hurry. Wait. And in waiting, prepare. So that when the 
Lord comes we can “stand erect and hold our head high” and receive Him, for 
we had waited for Him, we had prepared ourselves for His coming into our 
lives.+
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 Nowadays, many celebrities 
and politicians celebrate their re-
spective birthdays in charitable insti-
tutions. They thank God for another 
year by sharing what they have to 
those who are less fortunate. Often, 
the “charitable celebration of their 
birthday” is covered by the media 
and broadcasted nationwide after-
wards. Thus, their “sharing of what 
they have” becomes a public event, 
a public celebration and a public 
knowledge. They are generous, in-
deed. The Lord will bless them. But, 
is it not more commendable to the 
Lord to share what we have even if 
the world is not looking?
 The Gospel today warns us 
from becoming like the scribe who 
flaunts his wealth and status in life. 
He makes sacrifices and offers large 
sums to the altar, and then announces 
it to the whole temple. True generos-
ity does not have to be “showy.” It 
does not have to be covered by the 
media and be broadcasted nation-
wide. It does not have to be a pub-
lic event, a public celebration and a 
public knowledge. True generosity is 
more commendable if it is done even 
if the world is not looking, even if 
the person does not become famous 
from doing it nor be acknowledged 
because of it. It needs to be private, 

KuHa mo?

 Ano ba talaga ang mas ma-
dali ang magpakabait o magpakasa-
ma? 

 Inilalarawan sa ebanghe-
lyo natin ngayon ang mga magaga-
nap kapag dumating ang katapusan 
ng mundo. Walang sinuman ang 
makaaalam kung kailan ito mang-
yayari. Tanging ang Diyos lang ang 
makapagpapasya kung kailan ito 
magaganap; at sa oras ng paghuhu-
kom, titipunin niya ang lahat ng ta-
ong kanyang napili—ang mga taong 
naging mabait sa mundo.
 Ganito kaya talaga ang ma-
giging katapusan ng mundo? Ang 
lahat lang nang mabubuti ang mapu-
punta sa langit at lahat ng masasama 
ang mapupunta sa impyerno? Naku, 
kung ganito nga ang mangyayari, 
siguro dapat na akong magbago! 
Dapat na akong magpakabait! Na-
kakatakot kasing mapunta sa impy-
erno. Kung sa init nga sa Pilipinas 
hindi ko na mapagtiisan, Paano pa 
kaya ang init na mararamdaman ko 
sa impyerno!

and sometimes, anonymous. The 
Lord sees every generosity, and He 
is pleased with it.
 True generosity is more 
commendable if it is done out of 
love for the needy. We are not 
scribes. We are generous children 
of God who only share to please 
Him.+ 

 Kapag pinili mong mag-
ing mabait, kaya mo bang ngumiti 
sa buong maghapon, hindi magalit 
sa kahit kanino, magsimba, hindi 
magreklamo sa mga bagay na ayaw 
mo, at magsambit palagi ng mga 
matatamis na pananalita? O kaya 
naman, kapag pinili mong magpak-
asama, kaya mo bang hindi magsim-
ba, mag-ingay sa klase, murahin ang 
kapwa, at magalit sa mundo.  Alin 
sa dalawa ang kaya mong gawin?
 Kung pasusulatin kaya tayo 
ng Diyos ng lahat na mabuting 
nagawa natin mula sa ating pagka-
bata hanggang sa edad natin ngayon, 
gaano kaya karami ang maisususlat 
natin? Gayundin naman, kapag pa-
susulatin din tayo ng Diyos ng lahat 
ng masamang nagawa natin mula 
pagkabata, makakailang papel kaya 
tayo?

 Ngayon araw na ito, isang 
tanong ang nais ng Diyos na sagutin 
natin para sa kanya: 
Anak, gusto mo bang pumunta sa 
langit? 
Alam mo na dapat ang sagot. 
Kuha Mo?+

 Gusto nating maging hari ng 
mundo o di kaya naman ay ng ating 
sariling buhay. Gusto nating tayo ang 
nasusunod sa ating mga ginagawa. 
Naalala ko tuloy, nagbago ang aking 
pananaw noong pumasok ako sa sem-
inaryo. May mga bagay na kailangan 
kong isakripisyo para makatugon sa 
aking bokasyon. Hindi ako pwedeng 
“maghari-harian”. Mayroon kasi ka-
ming “horarium” na tinatawag. Ito ay 
ang aming “schedule” sa buong araw 
na kailangang sundin. May oras para 
sa lahat: sa pag-aaral, sa pagdarasal, 
at sa ibang gawain sa loob ng semi-
nary. Dito ko unang natutunan kung 
paano talaga sumunod. 
 May mga bagay tayong gi-
nagawa ayon sa ating kagustuhan 
lang. Ngunit ang tunay na tumutu-
gon sa tawag ng Diyos ay marunong 
makinig at sumunod sa Kanyang ka-
gustuhan. Hindi ko naman sinasabing 
perpekto akong halimbawa, pero na-
niniwala ako na ang simpleng pag-
sunod sa aming horarium ay naging 
daan para sa akin upang mas mapala-
pit sa Kanya. Magandang pagnilayan 
natin ngayon kung ano ang papel ni 
Hesus sa ating buhay.
 Si Hesus ba ang naghahari sa 
ating buhay? Kung hindi Siya, sino 
o ano? Katulad ba tayo ni Pilato sa 
ebanghelyo ngayon? Takot ba tayong 
may magharing iba sa ating buhay? 
Nararapat lamang na bigyan natin ng 
kahalagahan ang tunay na Hari ng 
ating buhay.  “Ngunit hindi sa sanl-
ibutang ito ang aking kaharian” wika 
ni Hesus. 
 Matagpuan nawa natin ang 
kaharian ng Diyos at nawa’y paghar-
ian Niya tayo. Sapagkat kapag si He-
sus ang naghari sa ating buhay, sigu-
radong kasiyahang walang hanggan 
ang ating makakamtan.+


